Is your parenting hitting or missing the mark?

It really depends upon what you are aiming for. Like most parents you long for your
children to “succeed” in life. But what does that mean? Is it merely getting into the right
schools, having the right grades, the right friends and the right skills so that they can get
the right job?

Ask yourself this question, “Am I helping my kids develop the ‘right stuff’ from a
Biblical perspective?” Are you, like an archer, carefully aiming your parenting to
produce Godly children who will not only have a vital relationship with Jesus Christ, but
embody God’s Kingdom values in the way they live their lives?

What can you do to help your kids develop spiritually? Merely sending them to
church activities isn’t enough. Studies show that 90% of youth who have heavily
participated in church drop out after 2 years in college. For many youth, the checking out
begins as early as the age of 16. They find packaged religion to be irrelevant to the real
world. What can you do to counter this trend?

1. Embrace God’s Kingdom agenda. Whether you know it or not, you are now
teaching them values that either conform to or conflict with God’s Kingdom.
When you decide to participate in an activity that regularly interferes with
spiritual responsibilities (church attendance, Bible study, spiritual service) you
have taught them that personal fulfillment is more important than obedience to
and fellowship with God. You are on display to them 24/7. They watch your
every move, how you spend your time, how you spend your money. They listen to
what you talk about. Do they see in you generosity, compassion, and a love of
God and His Word? Do they see you ordering your life around God’s priorities?
You are the first Bible they have read and they started reading right after birth.
What have they learned?

2. Next, create the environment. How does the environment of your home
aesthetically and socially reflect God’s Kingdom agenda? Children swim in the
environment of the home. Things dear to God’s heart can be reflected even in the
way you decorate your home. Have you as carefully thought about the “value
environment” in your home as you have how you have selected its decor? Think
of how you celebrate holidays... what can you do to turn them into “teaching
moments” that zero in on what God values?

3. Teach by using experience. Jesus taught people by taking them places and
exposing them to real life. The world and all its activity became a textbook of



illustrations Jesus used to drive home Biblical truth. The quickest and easiest way
to do this is to begin to serve Christ as a family. Go on family mission trips
together. Serve in your local area together. God has placed gifts and abilities in
your family and He expects you to use them.

The book, Mission As Life: Making the Kingdom of God Your Family’s Passion
provides valuable insights and resources designed to help you raise kids to have the “right
stuff” from God’s perspective. Your family is a microcosm of God’s church. God has
gifted you and your children for serving Him. Doesn’t it make sense that you do that
together as a family? Visit our website at www.missionaslife.com and pick up a copy at
our web store. Look also at the link for Family Mission Trips.

Dr. J. Randall Wallace is the founder of Mustard Seeds and Mountains
www.mustardseeds.org , a ministry to the impoverished in Appalachia where families can
serve together.
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